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John Ainsworth

Chair: Assembly Committee on Rural Affairs

MEMORANDUM

To: Peggy Hutley, Legislative Reference Buteau Attorney
From: Reptresentative John Ainsworth

Date: November 20, 2002

Re: Amended Redraft of 2001 Assembly Bill 485

I 'would like to request a redraft of 2001 Assembly Bill 485 for introduction duting
the 2002-03 legislative session. A.B. 485 relates to requiting headlights and other required
lamps on vehicles to be lighted when visibility is limited by inclement weather and ptroviding
a penalty. A copy of A.B. 485 is attached fot your teference.

The one minor change I would like to make to the previously introduced draft
involves the language that is used to describe “inclement weather”. The original draft states
that lamps must be lighted “whenever it is raining, snowing, sleeting, ot hailing, or at any
other time visibility is impaired by inclement weather...” Instead, I would like the new draft
to specify that lamps must be lighted “whenever climatic conditions limit visibility.” I have
made a note of this language change on the attached draft.

If you have any questions regarding this legislative draft request, please do not
hesitate to contact Kristina Boardman in my office at 266-3097. Thank you in advance for
yout attention to this request.

District:

. Office:
W6382 Waukechon Road Toll-Free: (888) 529-0006 P.O. Box 8952, State Capitol
Shawano, Wisconsin 54166 E-mail: Rep.Ainsworth @legis.state.wi.us Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8952

(715) 526-3810 s Printed on recycled paper (608) 266-3097 « Fax: (608) 282-3606
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2001 ASSEMBLY BILL 485

August 31, 2001 — Introduced by Representatives AINSWORTH, KRAWCZYK, LADWIG,
LIPPERT, MCCORMICK, OTT, OWENS, POWERS, RYBA, STARZYK, SYKORA and

TOWNSEND, cosponsored by Senator HARSDORF. Referred to Committee on
Highway Safety.

AN ACT to amend 29.924 (2), 347.06 (1), 347.06 (4), 347.09 (1) (intro.), 347.10 @),
347.12 (1) (intro.), 347.13 (1), 347.16 (1) (intro.) and 347.16 (2) (intro.); and to
create 347.06 (1m) and 347.06 (5) of the statutes; relating to: requiring

headlights and other required lamps on vehicles to be lighted when visibility

is limited by inclement weather and providing a penalty.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, no person may operate a vehicle upon a highway during
hours of darkness unless any required headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance lamps
of the vehicle are lighted. A person who violates this requirement may be required
to pay a forfeiture of not less than $10 nor more than $20 for a first offense and not
less than $25 nor more than $50 for a second or subsequent conviction within a year.
This bill provides that these lamps must also be lighted whenever tt-is-raining—

— &6 A ng. or at.any oth m s1h S haired-by ol s
weather, except when headlamps that are automatically activated are lighted. A
person who violates this provision is subject to the same minimum and maximum
forfeiture amounts that may be imposed for failure to use these lamps during hours
of darkness, although the bill prohibits a law enforcement officer from stopping or .

inspecting a vehicle solely to determine whether the required lamps are lit during
periods of inclement weather.

‘The bill also requires certain vehicl
whenever itis-raining-~snowi ceting ¢ 3
m-limited-by4nelement weather. _ . .
ity omdibavng imitd visily W@
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es to be equipped with rear reflectors
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ASSEMBLY BILL 485 ‘

For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assemb]y, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 29.924 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:

29.924 (2) DRIVING WITHOUT HEADLIGHTS. In the performance of their law
enforcement duties, wardens may operate motor vehicles owned or leased by the
department upon a highway, other than an interlstate, a state trunk highway or any
highway within the limits of any incorporated area, during hours of darkness or

dpatic nditins g visibility.

whenever jt-is-feai S o TOVW IR E—STEC TR E—O0F-RATIITID,

s—impatted by inctemer It weatier; without lighted headlamps, tail lamps, or
clearance lamps, contrary to s. 347.06 (1) or (1m), if the driving will aid in the
accomplishment of a lawful arrest for violation of this chapter or in ascertaining
whether a violation of this chapter has been or is about to be committed. Any civil
action or proceeding brought against any warden operating a motor vehicle under
this subsection is subject to ss. 893.82 and 895.46.

SECTION 2. 347.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.06 (1) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a
vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness unless all headlamps, tail lamps,
and clearance lamps with-which-such that the vehicle is required to be equipped with
are lighted. Parking lamps as defined described in s. 347.27 shall may not be used

for this purpose.

SECTION 3. 347.06 (1m) of the statutes is created to read:
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ASSEMBLY BILL 485 SECTION 3

mﬁhﬁ&ﬂﬁbﬂﬁ%&hﬂpﬂned.bﬁg@%%unless all headlamps, tail

lamps, and clearance lamps that the vehicle is required to be equipped with are
lighted. Parking lamps as described in s. 347.27 may not be used for this purpose.
This subsection does not apply if lamps that are automatically activated whenever
the vehicle is started are in use, if the headlamps are of sufficient intensity to satisfy
the requirements for daytime running lamps under 49 CFR 571.108, S5.5.11 (a).

SECTION 4. 347.06 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.06 (4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in s. 24.01 (11), may operate
a vehicle owned or leased by the department of natural resources upon a highway

. L (mditeivs Timg .ws:‘hiltho
during hours of darkness or whenever i-is-raining-sHowms, Sleeting orhia g, or

af—ﬁm“ﬁfhef—ﬁme—vﬁ*b%qs_mmamed_b;qnglgmggt_wea;ber without lighted

headlamps, tail lamps, or clearance lamps in the performance of the warden’s duties

under s. 29.924 (2).

SECTION 5. 347.06 (5) of the statuteg is created to read:

347.06 (5) Notwithstahding s. 349.02, a law enforcement officer may not stop
or inspect a vehicle solely to determine compliance with sub. (1m) or a local ordinance
in conformity with sub. (1m). This subsection does not limit the authority of a law
enforcement officer to issue a citation for a violation of sub. (1m) or a local ordinance
in conformity with sub. (1m) observed in the course of a stop or inspection made for
other purposes, except that a law enforcement officer may not take a person into

physical custody solely for a violation of sub. (1m) or a local ordinance in conformity

with sub. (1m).
SECTION 6. 347.09 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.09 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a highway during

hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06 (1m). whenever
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Cllwwth(/ Lmohnmg IIVW( I/aé MLV ]

byinclement-weather, unless such the vehicle is eqﬁipped as follows:
SECTION 7. 347.10 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:
347.10 (4) Any motor vehicle may be operated during hours of darkness or,

subject to the excentmns contained in s. 347 06 (1m). whenever His-reining-snowing—
fumatic (ad '

when equipped with 2 lighted lamps upon the front thereof of the motor vehicle

capable of revealing persons and objects 75 feet ahead in licu of lamps required by
subs. (1) to (3) if such vehicle at no time is operated at a speed in excess of 20 miles
per hour. No lighted lamp under this subsection shall have any type of decorative
covering that restricts the amount of light emitted when the lighted lamp is in use.
This subsection does not apply to any type of decorative covering originally equipped
on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.

SECTION 8. 347.12 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.12 (1) (intro.) Whénever a motor vehicle is being operated on a highway

during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06 (1m).

m T4
whenever 1%@“(/ ng&gf]/(ﬂ g‘cmlg, O‘;{;L/mulsb’ ‘(J{f%p AarTy OLher time visibility

isimpeaired-by-inclement weather. the operator shall use a distribution of light or

composite beam directed high enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal a person

or vehicle at a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, subject to the following
requirements and limitations:

SECTION 9. 347.13 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.13 (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home, or trailer or

semitrailer upon a highway during hours of darkness or, sublect to the exceptions

[ Limet Vi QGL[#@

Llimahe [rad

contained in s. 347.06 (1m), whenever i
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i 1ty S impaired by incle er, unless such the motor

vehicle, mobile home, or trailer or semitrailer is equipped with at least one tail lamp
mounted on the rear which, when lighted during hours of darkness, emits a red light
plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear. No tail lamp shall have any type
of decorative covering that restricts the amount of light emitted when the tail lamp
is in use. No vehicle originally equipped at the time of manufacture and sale with

2 tail lamps shall be operated upon a highway during hours of darkness or, subject

to the exceptions_contained in s. 347.06 (1m). whenever i raiming, SIOWINg,
[(Wwf Vfélbt(t N

unless both such lamps are in good working order. This subsection does not apply

to any type of decorative covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time of

manufacture and sale.
SECTION 10. 347.16 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.16 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate on a highway during hours-ef

darkness any vehicle, except automobiles, having a width at any part in excess of 80

inches during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06

Lty gonditamg it visibility

%&&M%umess such the vehicle is equipped with:
SECTION 11. 347.16 (2) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:
347.16 (2) (intro.) No person shall operate any of the following vehicles on a

highway during hours of darkness or. subject to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06

Memaht mdat vk Vil m(c

(1m). whenever

\"4

e; unless such the vehicles are equipped as

indicated:

(END)
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1 AN ACT to amend 29.924 (2), 347.06 (1), 347.06 (4), 347.09 (1) (intro.), 347.10 (4),

. Referréd to Committeel on

347.12 (1) (intro.), 347.13 (1),-347.16 (1) (intro.) and 347.16 (2) (intro.); and to
create 347.06 (1m) and 347.06 (5) of the statutes; relating to: requiring

headlights and other required lamps on vehicles to be lighted when visibility

ot B W N

is limited by inclement weather and providing a penalty.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, no person may operate a vehicle upon a highway during
hours of darkness unless any required headlamps, tail lamps, and clearance lamps
of the vehicle are lighted. A person who violates this requirement may be required
to pay a forfeiture of not less than $10 nor more than $20 for a first offense and not
less than $25 nor more than $50 for a second or subsequent conviction within a year.
' This bill provides that these lamps must also be lighted whenever yg\vdinihg,

it Sted sn.-vﬂ,:"e.». 3 [6) ='*|5° ,0'“» is-ifhpai d\by'me
except when headlamps that are automatically activated are lighted. A
person who violates this provision is subject to the same minimum and maximum
forfeiture amounts that may be imposed for failure to use these lamps during hours
of darkness, although the bill prohibits a law enforcement officer from stopping or
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VlSlL' 10 The bill also requires certain vehicles to be equipped with Fear reflectors
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For further information see the state fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

v
SECTION 1. 29.924 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
29.924 (2) DRIVING WITHOUT HEADLIGHTS. In the performance of their law
enforcement duties, wardens may operate motor vehicles owned or leased by the

department upon a highway, other than an interstate, a state trunk highway or any

highway within the limits of any incorporated area, during hours of darkness o

without lighted headlamps, tail lamps, or
plain convmas

clearance lamps, contrary to s. 347.06 (1) or (1m), if the driving will aid in the
accomplishment of a lawful éfrest for violatioilQl_:)fs' c:l‘;is chapter or in ascertaining
whether a violation of this chapter has been or is about to be committed. Any civil
action or proceeding brought against any warden operating a motor vehicle under
this subsection is subject to ss. 893.82 and 895.46.

SECTION 2. 347%)6 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.06 (1) Except as pfovided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a

vehicle upon a highway during hours of darkness unless all headlamps, tail lamps,

and clearance lamps with which-such that the vehicle is required to be equipped with

are lighted. Parking lamps as defined described in s. 347.27 shall may not be used
for this purpose.

SECTION 3. 347.06 (1m) of the statutes ié created to read:
, o
347.06 (1m) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no person may operate a

LKy,

vehicle upon a highway WheneverW

i
Ol:("\“h‘-'
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ASSEMBLY BILL 485 ~ SECTION 3

thef tharé visibilitys ikapair y ihele unless all headlamps, tail

lamps, and clearanc_e lamps that the vehicle is required to be.equipped with are

lighted. Parking lamps as described in s. 347 37 may not bé used for this purpose.

This subsection does not apply if lamps that are automatically activated whenever

the vehicle is started are in use, if the headlamps are of sufficient intensity to satisfy

the requirements for daytgne running lamps under 49 CFR 571.108, S5.5.11 (a).
SECTION 4. 347.06 (4) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.06 (4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in s. 24.01 (11), may operate

a vehicle owned or leased_by the department of natural resources upon a highway

under s. 29.924 (2).
n

SECTION 5. 347.06 (5)v of the statutes is created to read:{ VisiL,}, f;[;).
v
347.06 (5) Notwithstanding s. 349.02, a law enforcement officer may not stop
_ Ny |
or inspect a vehicle solely to determine compliance with sub. (1m) or a local ordinance
\/ o :
in conformity with sub. (Im). This subsection does not limit the authority of a law

,\/
enforcement officer to issue a citation for a violation of sub. (1m) or a local ordinance
v - ' )
in conformity with sub. (1m) observed in the course of a stop or inspection made for

other purposes, except that a law enforcement .officer may not take a person into
1/ . R
physical custody solely for a violation of sub. (1m) or a local ordinance in conformity

! v

347.09 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a highway during
: v

hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s, 347.06 (1m), whenever
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ASSEMBLY BILL 485 SECTION 6

when equipped with 2 lighted lamps upon the front thereef of the motor vehicle

capable of revealing persons and objects 75 feet ahead in lieu of lamps required by
subs. (1) to (3) if such vehicle at no time is operated at a speed in excess of 20 miles
per hour. No lighted lamp under this subsection shall have any type of decorative

covenng that restricts the amount of light emitted when the lighted lamp is in use.

This subsectlon does not apply to any type of decorative coverlng originally eqmpped

on the vehicle at the time of manufacture and sale.

W/
SECTION 8. 347.12 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.12 (1) (intro.) Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a highway

_ _ v
during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06 (1m),

b, \ 1] o AN C P \ 492
A > NS v Y 2 ~

Aﬂn cdthen the operator shall use a distribution of light or
composite beam directed high enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal a person
or vehicle at a safe distance in_ advance of the vehicle, subject to the following
requirements and limitations:

SECTION 9. 347 .13 (1) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.13 (1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle, mobile home, or trailer or

semitrailer upon a highway during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions
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ASSEMBLY BILL 485 | SECTION 9

edtherfunless sueh the motor

vehicle, mobile home, or trailer or semitrailer is equipped with at least one tail lamp

mounted on the rear which, when lighted during hours of darkness, emits a red light \

A
e

plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear. No tail lamp shall have any type
of decorative coverian that restricts the amount of light emitted when the tail lamp
is in use. No vehicle originally equipped at the time of manufacture and sale with

2 tail lamps shall be operated upon a highway during hours of darkness or, subject

to_the exceptions contained in s. 347.06 (1m), yvhg‘ngver@ T i %}1@ ﬁl&%ﬂgﬂ ;

T M

i
1Kk Ang, oT\12] ai g 2 gl o ,@m '-;J&*o‘e___g@fr‘ Edtheryy f
unless both sach lamps are in good working order. This subsection does not apply /

to any type of decorative covering originally equipped on the vehicle at the time g

manufacture and sale. C m«,a{m, g 'f/D’léw I""‘"L Uat

$l.é /I'} 1

. : v : ” Yisis, ___.,Z_ h
SECTION 10. 347.16 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read; ™

347.16 (1) (intro.) No person shall operate on a highway du-xing—heuacs—ef

darkness any vehicle, except automobiles, having a width at any part in excess of 80

: v
inches during hours of darkness or, subject to the exceptions contained in s. 347.06

SECTION 11. 347.16 (2) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

347.16 (2) (intro.) No person shall operate any of the following vehlcles on a

highway during hours of darkness or, sub]ect to the exceptions contalned in s. 347 06

ility-is impaire i t weatherfunless such the vehicles are equipped as
indicated: |

(END)
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